Raised By L ove,
Called By M eaning

The FM Petagno Story

A twelve-page founder origin story booklet prepared for TheWealthWisdomWay,
WeathWisdomMillennials, and the deeper calling of FM Petagno as a
MeaningM akerMentor.

Some callings are not chosen. They are remembered.

Prepared as a publication-quality founder origin booklet




OPENING INVITATION

This Is Not Just a Life Story

This booklet is not meant to be a complete autobiography. It is a
founder origin story: a carefully held look at the love, pressure,
loss, learning, and meaning that formed the man behind
TheWealthWisdomWay.

The deeper story is not only what happened to FM Petagno. The
deeper story is what those experiences awakened in him: the eye
of a teacher, the heart of a mentor, the patience of a lifelong
learner, and the desire to help another generation remember what
is already living within them.

Raised by love and called by meaning, this is the story of a boy who
watched carefully, listened deeply, suffered quietly, learned
continuously, and eventually began to understand that his life had
been preparing him for a larger work.

Founder stories matter because they reveal the roots beneath the

mission.

The mission becomes clearer when the roots are honored.
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RAISED BY LOVE

The Mother Who Saw the Teacher

FM Petagno was shaped most deeply by his mother. She was born
and raised in the Depression era, became a young woman in the
1940s, and carried a rare combination of intelligence, courage,
sharp articulation, and inner strength.

She had the mind of a legal advocate and the instincts of a public
servant. Life did not give her the full path for that calling, but the
calling was there. She understood people. She understood

argument. She understood injustice. And she understood her son.

Again and again, she told him, 'Frankie, you have great skills in
teaching. You're going to be a born teacher.' Before he could fully
understand himself, she saw something in him. She named it. She
protected it. And in many ways, she planted the first seed of the
MeaningMakerMentor.

His mother did not merely raise him. She recognized him.

Love often sees the gift before the gifted one can name it.

TheWealthWisdomWay 3 WealthWisdomMillennials




EARLY HARDSHIP, DEEP SENSITIVITY

The Boy Who Was Watching

FM's father left when he was three. Before that leaving, there had
been domestic hardship, drinking, and the feeling of a bully in the
house. FM does not tell this part of the story to dwell on pain. He
tells it because context matters.

When his father left, there was also a kind of relief. The central
force in the home became his mother: loving, wise, wounded,
brave, and determined. They lived in HUD housing in northern
New Jersey, and life required endurance.

During adolescence, especially around ages fourteen to sixteen, his
mother was often in and out of hospitals. Sometimes it felt like
every month or every other month. Because his father was gone
and remarried, his mother was his life. FM often slept on couches,
especially at his grandmother's house, wondering whether he
would lose the one parent who held his world together.

He learned to observe because life required him to pay attention.

Hardship did not define him. His mother's love did.
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THE FIRST SIGNS

A Teacher Before the Classroom

Long before FM formally became a teacher, the teaching instinct
was already moving in him. In fifth and sixth grade, he created his
own role book. He listed classmates' names, remembered grades,
and became fascinated by the little pencil remarks teachers made
beside students' work.

He noticed details. He remembered names. He observed
classmates even when many of them did not know him well.
Something in him was already studying people, patterns, learning,
encouragement, correction, and becoming.

Those early habits were not random. They were signals. The boy in
the classroom was already learning how classrooms worked. The
quiet observer was already becoming a guide.

The teacher was forming long before the title arrived.

Sometimes the future announces itself in childhood habits.
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WORK, SURVIVAL, AND COMMERCE

The Garment Years

The garment business taught him hard work. It taught him
pressure, speed, survival, negotiation, and the dog-eat-dog nature
of commerce. It showed him how business can move quickly and
how unforgiving it can become when there is not enough
leadership, marketing wisdom, or strategic understanding
underneath the work.

A failed retail and wholesale ladies' garment store later became
one of his hardest lessons. It revealed that effort alone was not
enough. Hard work without leadership, business understanding,
and inner clarity could still lead a person into collapse.

He learned work before he learned leadership.

Experience can be expensive, but wisdom can redeem the cost.
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COLLAPSE AND AWAKENING

When the Old Life Broke Open

Around 1995-1996, FM reached a point of emotional, spiritual,
mental, and financial bankruptcy. It was not merely a business
failure. It was a human breaking point. The old way of living and
working had run out of road.

At the end of 1995, network marketing and Amway opened an
unexpected door. By 1996, he had formally entered a
personal-development journey that would shape the next thirty
years of his life. The business itself did not become the final
destination, but it became a doorway.

Through tapes, books, leadership ideas, spiritual growth, and the
language of personal development, FM felt as if gold were being
put into his veins. He was no longer only trying to survive. He was
beginning to awaken.

The collapse was not the end. It was the opening.

Sometimes the doorway arrives disguised as a breakdown.
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THE ROLLING UNIVERSITY

Books, Tapes, Weather, Water, and
the Body

During the memorial counselor period from 1998 to 2000, FM spent hours
between sales leads at Barnes & Noble, returning to the same self-help
and self-leadership books day after day. Over time, that hunger became a
personal library of more than five hundred books, with over one hundred
later given away.

His car became a rolling university, filled with Amway tapes and
discounted leadership and personal-development cassette tapes and CDs.
Jim Rohn's principle echoed through that season: working hard on your job
can make a living; working harder on yourself can make a fortune.

Other lifelong interests also reveal the inner pattern. Because of his
mother's illnesses, he became deeply interested in anatomy and pathology,
especially digestive-related areas. Since around age eleven or twelve, he
had studied weather and meteorology as an avid amateur meteorologist.
He studied martial arts after being bullied and lacking a father figure. He
trained seriously in Isshin-ryu karate for nearly two years before a knee
injury ended that path. He also took YMCA swimming lessons, began a
lifeguard course, but did not complete the lifeguard program. Each pursuit
carried the same thread: learning as a way of becoming stronger, wiser,
and more awake.

Learning became oxygen, discipline, and medicine.

The student in him was saving the teacher in him.
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THE RETURN

Back to the Classroom After 27 Years

FM had a 27-year teaching hiatus between his first teaching year
in 1973-74 and his return to teaching in 2000. His wife saw his
love for children and suggested that he return to teaching. It
became one of the best choices of his life.

The return did not immediately become one straight line. Hoboken
Catholic Academy was not his first school after returning; it was
about his fourth school in roughly five years. But it became the
most significant and flourishing teaching home, from
approximately 2004 through June 2018.

There, the gift his mother had seen decades earlier had room to
breathe. Teaching was not merely a job. It was a place where
observation, patience, care, discipline, humor, memory, and
meaning could come together.

After 27 years away, the original calling was still alive.

A true calling can wait, but it does not disappear.
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GENIUS IN HIDING

What the Students Revealed

Middle school students, especially ages ten to thirteen, became
one of FM's great teachers. He saw in them humility, honesty,
willingness to learn, confusion, resistance, humor, brilliance,
insecurity, and hidden becoming.

He came to understand that many young people were not empty.
They were undiscovered. They were not lacking genius. They were
carrying genius in hiding. The classroom and hallways of middle
school America became a living laboratory of human becoming.

Years later, that insight would become part of the deeper message
behind Genius in Hiding and the larger ecosystem of
TheWealthWisdomWay. The child, the student, the adult, and the
millennial all carried versions of the same question: Who am I
really, and what am I here to become?

He did not only teach students. He studied becoming.

Genius is often not absent. It is waiting to be awakened.
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FROM INNER WORK TO ENTERPRISE

The Ecosystem Slowly Emerges

Since 1996, FM has continued working on himself through personal
development, leadership, spirituality, reading, and inner growth. As that
accumulated, a new question began to form: How could this power and
wisdom become an enterprise?

The answer did not arrive all at once. The first idea centered on helping
network marketers, because he had seen many people in network
marketing making little money and lacking identity, leadership, and
understanding beyond product promotion. Later, the idea shifted toward
helping teachers and educators. Another stream formed around helping
women, influenced strongly by his mother.

Eventually, around 2021-2022, the thought dawned on him: what about
the kids he had taught, many of whom were now millennials? That insight
became the seed of WealthWisdomMillennials and the larger architecture
of TheWealthWisdomWay.

FM has never stopped working on himself. That commitment began in
1996 and continues to the present.

Jim Rohn's teaching captures an idea FM has carried with him:

"If you work hard on your job, you'll make a living. If you work hard on
yourself, you can make a fortune." - Jim Rohn

For FM, working on himself has remained an ongoing commitment since
1996.

Source: Jim Rohn, on personal development (jimrohn.com)

The ecosystem was not invented overnight. It was uncovered

through decades of learning.

A movement is often a lifetime of meaning finally finding its form.
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CALLED BY MEANING

The MeaningMakerMentor

Now, as FM approaches the launch of this work at seventy-five, the
story itself becomes part of the message. TheWealthWisdomWay is
not a content brand. It is a power learning experience, community,
strategy, and movement built from a lifetime of observation, loss,
love, study, teaching, and becoming.

WealthWisdomMillennials is the first great community expression
of that work: a call to Generation Y to remember and reclaim their
real WHY. The mission is not merely to motivate millennials. It is to
help them recover identity, courage, wisdom, leadership, meaning,
and the genius that has been hiding inside them.

FM Petagno stands in this season as a MeaningMakerMentor - a
man raised by love, tested by hardship, formed by learning, refined
by teaching, and called by meaning. His life says that purpose can
keep unfolding at any age. And when wisdom reigns, it pours.

At seventy-five, the calling is not ending. It is arriving in fuller

form.

Nothing pays like being who you REALLY, REALLY, REALLY are.
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